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From the president’s desk ...
Greetings from VOSH/INTERNATIONAL. 

It won’t be long until we will have the opportunity to get all
VOSHers together for a time of business, fellowship, education and
discussions about recent VOSH missions. I personally want to invite
you to attend this year as the location will be entertaining for the
family and meetings will offer great education and fellowship.

The 2004 VOSH/INTERNATIONAL Annual Meeting will be held in Orlando,
Florida on June 27, 2004.  Within this newsletter you will find information pertain-
ing to the location, meeting agenda registration and room reservations. 

By scheduling our meeting on Sunday, we’ve made it possible for you to take part
in the WCO education meetings and the AOA Congress earlier in the week. 

Once again, the education portion of the VOSH Annual Meeting brings
together outstanding speakers on topics of significance to our mission work. I want
to acknowledge Dr. Harry Zeltzer for arranging the interesting roster.

We will also hear of the activities of various Chapters regarding missions complet-
ed and yet to come. If you have not advised Dr. Zeltzer of your 2004-2005 schedule
or of any other doings, please do so. There is a
form right at the top of the Missions page for

June Annual Meeting in Orlando coincides with AOA, WCO events
Have you often thought about attend-

ing a V/I Annual Meeting, but just never
followed through?  Mark your calendar
now and make the commitment to
attend this year. It’s an especially excit-
ing time for anyone committed to pro-
viding eyecare in places around the
world where eyecare is presently not
available. What’s more, our Annual
Meeting will be held in Orlando, Florida,
making it an ideal time to bring along
your family and combine business with
pleasure. 

In a historic precedent,  three opto-
metric organizations, V/I, the AOA, and
the World Council of Optometry will all
be meeting in Orlando during the same
week and all three of our organizations
will be dealing with the topic of global
efforts to enhance eyecare. 

The V/I Annual Meeting is sched-
uled for Sunday,  June 27. The AOA
Congress runs from June 23 - 27 and the
WCO will meet from June 21 - June 24.
Meetings  will be within walking dis-
tance of one another.

Location of the 2004 V/I Annual
Meeting will be the Gaylord Palms
Resort, 6000 West Osceola Parkway, site
of the 5-day AOA Congress. WCO
meetings will be held at the adjacent
Caribe Royale Resort/Convention
Center.

Registration for the V/I Annual
Meeting is $100 per person if received
before May 24. After May 25, fee will be
$125 p/p. 

Student registration fee is $90 per per-
son; $100 after May 24. A further 50%
discount will be given to students who
have attended a mission.

See page 3 for a registration form  or
register by visiting www.VOSH.org

Room rates for the Gaylord Palms
Resort average $250 p/p per night. 

Nightly rates for other hotels within a
short distance include the Caribe
Royale, $140 avg. pp; Clarion Hotel
Universal, $90 p/p; Holiday Inn
Sunspree Resort, $76 avg p/p; Crowne
Plaza Resort Orlando, $96 avg. p/p. Visit
hotels.com on the internet for informa-
tion on lodging options.

As for Orlando attractions, the list is
almost mind-boggling: Epcot, Disney,
Sea World, MGM, Universal Studios,
Islands of Adventure, Old Town, etc.
Check out Orlando.com on the internet.

For the morning session of our own

meeting we’ve assembled an impressive
roster of speakers. On page 3, you’ll find
a brief profile of each speaker, along with
the topics to be addressed.

During the afternoon session we will
review 2004 missions, set goals for 2005,
approve new Chapters, discuss final
arrangements for Fellow VOSH
International (FVI) awards, explore col-
laborations with S.E.E., and elect officers.
Immediately following the meeting there
will be a social gathering. 

Major sponsor for the V/I Annual
Meeting is VISTAKON, a Division of
Johnson & Johnson.

VOSh leaders see the timing of our
meeting  as an opportunity to make more
people aware of VOSH and the impor-
tant work it is doing. To this end, V/I
leaders will be staffing a booth at the
AOA Exhibit Hall all week.  

Join us! Your continued input is vital
to the health of our organization.  

The Gaylord Palms Resort, Orlando, Florida

Dale Cole, OD

Please turn to Page 2
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you to record data from completed trips, list upcoming
trip schedules.

Speaking of the  website, the continued activity gen-
erated by this great communication tool is truly amaz-
ing. VOSH/INTERNATIONAL makes new contacts
and receives requests for assistance from around the
world on a weekly basis. And, we continue to hear
from you that it’s an important source for finding vol-
unteers for your teams. 

For all of the above reasons, it is essential that we
continue to maintain accurate, up-to-date information
on our website so please visit it often and keep us
informed of any changes or updates in your activities. 

Let me take a moment to report on some of the
activities of V/I since the last newsletter:  

¦ We have joined with S.E.E., a medical organiza-
tion that will coordinate with VOSH regarding med-
ical and surgical needs of patients we see during a mis-
sion.  

¦ We have enhanced our website to make it more
user-friendly and more informational.  

¦ I recently returned from India where I met with
the presidents of the VOSH-India Chapter, Ajeet
Bhardwaj and VOSH-Varanassi, KK Yadav.  During
this visit significant groundwork was prepared to
enhance the work of VOSH by both India Chapters.
Together we met with Lions representatives on the
local and district level, attempting to develop a cost-
effective method of getting used glasses to them.  I
served on a panel during a one-day conference as we
discussed various aspects of VISION 2020 and how it
could best serve the needs of the people of India.
Among attendees of the conference were various med-
ical personnel and workers of eye/health camps. I also
met with the editor of OPTOMETRY TODAY, a jour-
nal related to eyecare work in India.

We look forward to seeing you in June. 

Dale K. Cole, OD

President, VOSH/INTERNATIONAL

Be sure to check the
VOSH/INTERNATIONAL web-
site frequently -www.VOSH.org -
and be sure to send in any updat-
ed information regarding your
upcoming trips or other activi-
ties. Help us help you. 

Did you know that VOSH
Chapters can have their own
Photo page on the V/I website?
Has your Chapter taken advan-
tage of this opportunity?  

At the same time, your updat-
ed information is making the site
an invaluable clearing house for
eye care efforts around the globe.

Equally important are the mes-
sages being posted on the mes-
sage board from around the
globe. Have you read the scope of
letters recently?

We’ve made some changes
recently  to make the website
more user friendly and we’ve
added a listing of trips by date
per your request. We continue to
welcome your suggestions for
improving the website. Let us
hear from you. Contact Interim
Webmaster Harry Zeltzer, OD:
harryizeltzer@attbi.com.

Have you visited www.VOSH.org lately? 

VOSH partners with S.E.E.
While several of our VOSH

teams have managed to establish
full eye care facilities/services in
the countries they serve, the vast
majority of the patients with vari-
ous pathologies do not receive
any follow-up care.

Your V/I Board is proud to
report that another exciting col-
laboration is now underway, one
that potentially fills the void for
at least some of the patients we
see. The Boards of V/I and
Surgical Eye Expeditions
International, Inc. (S.E.E.) have
formed an alliance and are
already working together on sev-
eral eyecare missions scheduled
for this spring. We will report on
these initial efforts at the June
Annual Meeting.

S.E.E. is willing to set up a sur-
gical clinic following VOSH trips
(where feasible), and use VOSH
referrals for seeing patients with
cataracts, pterygium and other
pathologies and scheduling
surgery. 

Founded in 1974 by a CA oph-
thalmologist, S.E.E. provides
medical, surgical and educational
services by volunteer ophthalmic
surgeons with the primary objec-
tive of restoring sight to disad-
vantaged blind individuals world-
wide. S.E.E. requires a host oph-
thalmologist from the areas they
serve to oversee scheduling and
post-op follow-up. 

Their teams will usually do
from 50 to 100 cataract surgeries
over a five-day period. They work
in settings from large teaching
hospitals to small clinics in rural
settings.  For further information
about the organization, visit:
http://www.seeintl.org or e-mail:
monika @seeintl.org.   

Once again our website has
proven invaluable in helping V/I
connect with other related orga-
nizations and to work with them
to secure the full spectrum of eye-
care services needed by the
patients we see in third-world
countries.

Continued from page 1



About our speakers at the V/I 2004 Annual Meeting 

Name___________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip/Country____________________________________________________

e-mail: _________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION VOSH/INTERNATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING
Gaylord Palms Resort, Orlando, Florida, Sunday, June 27, 2004

Per Person Registration Fee:

$100 After 5/ 24, $125pp

Student Registration Fee:

$  90 After 5/24, $100

Further discount of 50% for students 

who have attended a mission

Please fill out this form and send it with your registration fee, to:
VOSH/INTERNATIONAL, Charles Covington Sr., Sec./Treasurer, 

111 Linda Lane, Lake Mary, FL 32746-4208.

You can also register by visiting our website: www.VOSH.org

Stan Brock
“Remote Area Medical
(RAM) in Rural USA
and other Remote
Areas”

You’re bound to recog-
nize Stan Brock from his
many years of weekly television appear-
ances as host of the popular Wild
Kingdom series. Prior to taking on that
challenge, Mr. Brock had been living
with the Wapishana Indians in the
Amazon Rain Forest.  Mr. Brock is also
recognized as  the founder of Remote
Area Medical (RAM), a non-profit, air-
borne relief corps dedicated to providing
free health, eye and dental services, vet
services and technical assistance in
remote areas of the USA and the world.
Mr. Brock has been working closely with
VOSH-VA on projects in Appalachia.
Currently the group has an ongoing pro-
ject in the wilderness interior of Guyana.
A seasoned pilot, he frequently fills his
vintage biplane with supplies and brings
them to areas otherwise difficult to
access. stanbrock@ramusa.org

Alfred Rosenblum, OD
“ Low Vision Practice in
a Public Health Setting”

Dr. Al Rosenblum is a
Chicago optometrist and
renowned low-vision
specialist. Dr. Rosenblum
has led many missions
throughout the world,
including to Casablanca, Chicago’s sister

city. He was recently honored by the city
of Chicago for his work as a humanitari-
an. Dr. Rosenblum will discussing treat-
ing low vision at a VOSH mission.
aarlovis@voyager.net

Joshua Silver, PhD
“Self-Refracting

Eyeglasses”

Joshua Silver, PhD is an
inventor and physicist
from the University of
Oxford, England. “It is
estimated that one billion people in the
developing world need a vision correc-
tion,” he notes. Dr. Silver has addressed
the problem by inventing adaptive liquid
lenses which are cheaply produced. He
will demonstrate his invention and dis-
cuss a pilot program employing the
device in Africa.  

josh.silver@new.ox.ac.uk

Dumas M. Simeus
“Providing Medical
Relief to Haiti”

Dumas M. Simeus is
Chairman and CEO of
Simeus Foods and he is
a member of
VOSH/INTERNATIONAL. The oldest
of twelve children, son of a poor, illiter-
ate, subsistence farmer, Mr. Simeus made
his way to the USA, earned a degree in
electrical engineering and an MBA from
the University of Chicago where he
recently was honored with a
Distinguished Service Award. In 1999,

Mr. Simeus established the Simeus
Foundation (TSF). Since then TSF has
donated truckloads of food to food banks
throughout the USA. In addition, the
foundation provides scholarships and runs
a charitable medical clinic in the Haitian
village where Simeus was born. 

vdickey@SIMEUSFOODS.com

H. Hauser Weiler, MD 
“Partnering with VOSH 

in Honduras”

Dr. H. Hauser Weiler is a
Virginia ophthalmologist
and a prominent member
of Lions International. He
recently founded a clinic
in Honduras for optometrists and ophthal-
mologists. Dr. Weiler will discuss collabo-
ration of the two professions to eliminate
preventable blindness. Dr. Weiler has
worked with VOSH-VA and Remote Area
Medical (RAM) for several years.
weiler@sylvaninfo.net

Thank you again,

VISTAKON ®

VOSH/INTERNATIONAL wishes to
acknowledge the special financial support
provided by VISTAKON® , A Division of
Johnson & Johnson, Inc. for our 2004
Annual Meeting events. 

VISTAKON’s financial support during
the past two years has enabled us to make
major strides and to embrace our role as
an international organization. 
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VOSH/INTERNATIONAL
Volunteer Optometric Services to Humanity

Secretary/Treasurer

Charles Covington, Sr.

111 Linda Lane

Lake Mary, FL 32746

PRESIDENT
Dale Cole, OD

1000 E. Cloud, Salina KS  67401
785-823-6391  dcole@informatics.net

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Harry I. Zeltzer, OD, FAAO
PO Box 209, Ipswich, MA 01938

978-356-0447     harryizeltzer@comcast.net

VICE-PRESIDENTS

Robert A. Foote, OD, FAAO
4348 Ridgemoor Dr., Traverse City, MI 49684

boone@chartermi.net

Larry Hookway, OD
320 West Walton, Willard, Ohio 44890

lhookway@willard-oh.com

Ruth S. McAndrews, OD
PO Box 37, Durant, IA 52747-0037

ruthmca@iowatelecom.net

Marina Roma-March, OD
twecs@sprint.ca

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Charles H. Covington, Sr.

111 Linda Lane, Lake Mary, FL 32746
407-328-5825    ccovington@cfl.rr.com

LEGAL COUNSEL
John Gehrig, Esq.

2025 Sussex Rd, Winter Park, FL 32792
orlandoeye@earthlink.net

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Zabelle D’Amico
Box 41, Holden, MA 01520

508-829-2033     eyeclam@aol.com

WEBMASTER (interim)
Harry I. Zeltzer, OD

harryizeltzer@comcast.net

VOSH/INTERNATIONAL

VOSH/ INTERNATIONAL is a voluntary non-profit
organization whose primary goal is to facilitate the
provision of vision care worldwide to people who can
neither afford nor obtain such care. 

VOSH/ INTERNATIONAL accomplishes this goal
by service as a coordinating body for affiliated
Chapters, by administratively supporting activities of
Chapters and members and by actively promoting the
formation of new Chapters and new members. 

VOSH/INTERNATIONAL is a non-sectarian and
non-political organization. Currently there are 33
VOSH Chapters.  In addition, there are 17 active
student Chapters. 

V/I website:

www.VOSH.org

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

To newsletter readers: 

Please display newsletter in your office or otherwise circulate.

Chapters within the United States:
Alabama: Patti Fuhr, OD, PhD
205-591-8165, pfuhr@mindspring.com
Arizona: Ed Tuhy, OD, 
218-732-3246  tuhyl@juno.com 
California: David Krasnow, OD,
drkrasnow@yahoo.com
Colorado: Jay Greenstein, OD
drjay519@hotmail.com
Connecticut: Matt Blondin, OD  
860-489-2781      Mblond2@aol.com
Florida: Linda Kirk, kirkster@cfl.rr.com
Honduras: Ruth Berkling,
rberkling@sulanet.net
Illinois: Sandy Bury, OD, docbury@aol.com
Indiana: Jeff Marshall, OD, 
317-357-8534, drjcm@att.net
Iowa: Harlan Vander Griend, OD, 
712-324-3020, sa3@nethtc.net
Kansas: Dale Cole, OD, 
785-823-6391, dcole@informatics.net Diana
Carriger, OD, dianacarriger@hotmail.com
Michigan: Mark Cook, OD,
mcook@optimeyes.com
Minnesota: Jim Hess, OD, 
763-537-3213, imnod@aol.com
Missouri: Bud Falkenhain, OD, 
573-364-1773, drfalk@fidnet.com
Nebraska: Gary Pederson, OD, 
308-384-0250, gpexpress@aol.com
NECO: Timothy O’Connor, OD, 
508-799-4862 eyedoctim@aol.com
New York: Jorge Won, OD, 718-651-2020

ojowon@aol.com

Northeast: Jonathan Wasserstein, OD, 
docwass@yahoo.com
Northwest: Stuart Frank, OD, 
fransb1@medscape.com, frank.s@ghc.org
Ohio: Larry Hookway, OD, 419-933-2741
l.hookway@willard-oh.com
Oregon: Ann Slocum-Edmonds, OD, 
503-285-1671, amsedmonds@msn.com
Pennsylvania: Doug Villella, OD,
doogie@erie.net
South Dakota : Brad Meier, OD, 
bmeierod@dailypost.com, 
Utah: R.M. Pugh, OD, 801-798-2244
vision4all@sfcn.net
Virginia: Victoria Weiss, OD,
434-9591-0262,  dvcclear@aol.com
Wisconsin: Mark Ebben, OD,
ebben@gbonline.com
Wyoming: Scott Loe, OD, 
307-237-8713, familyvisionclinic@attbi.com

Chapters Abroad:
Africa: Frank Magupa, FTOA,
vosh-africa@vosh-africa.kabissa.org
B.C, Canada: Marina Roma-March, OD 
604-688-8150, twecs@sprint.ca
India (New Delhi): Ajeet Bhardwaj, OD
optique@de13vsnl.net.in
Netherlands: Frank Buijs, f.buijs@fg.hvu.nl
Ontario, Canada: John Spencer,
johnspencer@cyg.net
Varanasi (India):
K.K. Yadav, DO, MMS, LLB, PhD,
kkyadav@hotmail.com

VOSH CHAPTER OFFICERS   2003-2004


