
VOSH-CT recently completed it's 9th mission to San Juan del Sur, Nicaragua. During the 4 day clinic 2,853 patients were seen. 
Patients came from throughout the entire southern Nicaragua region, many on horseback or on buses that we had chartered to travel 
around to the surrounding towns and barrios. There were a total of 45 mission members, including 6 optometrists, 2 opticians and 15 
optometry students from the University of California at Berkeley and the Netherlands. 
The mission was led by Litchfield residents Dr. Matthew & Audrey Blondin, along with their daughter Rose, a junior at Emmanuel 
College in Boston. It was a very challenging mission, as our local sponsor was forced to leave the country in October when our 65 
boxes of mission supplies were already in transit. Ultimately were we only able to get 35 of the 65 boxes out of customs, despite 
payment in cash of a large "tax and fee", and many of those boxes that we ended up getting were partially destroyed and ransacked. 
We were very upset and disappointed with all of this, as among the missing boxes that we were unable to recover were toys, stuffed 
animals, clothing and baseball caps that had been collected and donated to us by members of the First Congregational Church of 
Litchfield who have been very supportive of our mission over the years. We made the best with what we had under the circumstances, 
and were fortunate that most of the eyeglasses that we had sent down were available for the patients. We also knew from past 
experience not to ship down sunglasses which are given to each patient at the clinic. We took with us in our luggage almost 3,000 
pairs of sunglasses, so we were able to get them down there without too many problems, except for the one suitcase that went missing 
when they all arrived at the Managua airport and has yet to be recovered. 
The poverty in Nicaragua has become more extreme than ever, as Nicaragua continues to rank as the second poorest country in the 
Western Hemisphere after Haiti. We had brought alot of candy with us for the clinic, and you could tell that many of the people waiting 
to be seen were very hungry and grateful for the little bit that we could give them. Four large bags of lollipops were donated to us by 
LaMonica's in Torrington, and that helped a great deal all around. 
The weather was terrible there, with 40-50 mph winds daily, blowing dirt and dust everywhere, along with the smoke and ash from the 
contantly burning trash piles along the roads. 
We were very grateful for the continued opportunity to be of service to the residents of San Juan del Sur and the surrounding areas, 
despite some growing anti-American sentiment fueled by the Ortega government. We were told when we were there that many 
previous missions have ceased coming to Nicaragua because of the difficulties presented through customs and in general since 
President Ortega came to power. He has 2 more years of a 5 year term, and it remains to be seen what will happen should he decide 
not to step down at the end of his term as he is constitutionally required to do so. 
This was our 12th year of service to the San Juan del Sur area, the previous 3 missions under VOSH-NECO. Many of our mission 
members have been coming with us for more than 7 years now, and the doctors have many regular patients that they see now from 
year to year. We have now made arrangements through a local librarian in San Juan de Sur to ship our missions supplies through her 
shipper in Colorado, so we're hoping for next year's mission to have less of a problem than we had with this year's shipment and 
supplies.  
 


