BIO: Dr. Edwin Tuhy Sr.
Ed Tuhy grew up on the farm in western North Dakota which was homesteaded by his grandfather, who immigrated from what was then the Bohemian region of Czechoslovakia. The family ethic at that time was; “this farm is not just our livelihood, but our home and our security and everyone is to work hard to insure its success.” Learning to farm was the only education valued beyond the three R’s and it was assumed that sons would succeed fathers in farming the land. As a young teen, Ed was “blessed” with severe hay fever which made him a miserable farmer but allowed him to continue through high school boarding in town with grandparents. He used his musical talents to support himself playing with clarinet and saxophone with various dance bands. 
A short fling in college, studying accounting, assured Ed that he was not destined to occupy a cubicle buried in paperwork. So he enlisted in the USAF where (you guessed it) he was personnel manager at Ellsworth AF Base in Massachusetts for most of his 4 years, earning the rank of Sergeant 1st class and a year’s worth of credits at surrounding colleges. Having been influenced by a friend who was excited about a career in optometry, Ed headed back to ND to finish his pre-optometry courses at Dickenson State Teachers’ College, then to Illinois College of Optometry in Chicago for graduate school.
Ed cites 1959 as the single most eventful year of his life. He acquired his wife Sheila, his Doctor of Optometry degree, his first practice and his first child, arriving December 27, to complete the banner year.

The next twenty years were spent building a practice in Carrington, ND, raising a family of six children and being an active member of community and church organizations. The special needs of daughter Lynette prompted Ed’s interest and involvement in the Association for Retarded Citizens, Easter Seals and special education in which he was active at both local and state levels. He moved through the chairs of the North Dakota Optometry Association (NDOA) and was appointed by the Governor to serve two terms on the ND Board of Examiners in Optometry. He has been a member of his church choir and the Knights of Columbus continuously since 1961, and served as financial secretary of the Knights for fifteen years. In 1983, Ed instigated the charter of Lions Club International, Carrington Chapter, and served as its first president. This club became very active in preparing glasses for VOSH ND. Ed was also a member of Kiwanis service club for thirty years. 
It was during the convention of the NDOA in 1979 that Ed and Sheila met Dr. Doug Torbet from South Dakota who was recruiting volunteers to join their VOSH chapter for a trip to Torreon and Gomez Palatio, Mexico. That maiden voyage into the VOSH world was all it took to impress upon the Tuhys the great need for eye care in so many developing countries. The very next winter, Dr. Ed chartered a chapter of VOSH in North Dakota and assembled a team to serve the community of Durango, MX. located just “over the mountain” from Torreon. This first experience as team leader was fraught with problems like customs officials holding the glasses for almost three days, lines of waiting patients blocks long and inexperienced hosts and team members who had to adapt procedures as circumstances dictated. Still, the people were overwhelmed that we would come all the way from the USA to do this work and give them glasses for free. The team too, was overwhelmed by the people’s gratitude and by the hospitality of the hosting Lions Club. A repeat trip to the same community the following year went much smoother for ND VOSH.
Medellin, Columbia SA was the site for the Tuhys’ VOSH work in 1983 and 1987. This low lying, smoggy city is known as the drug capitol of the world yet today. One sees lots of evidence of wealth, always identified as drug kings’ homes etc. But ordinary citizens live lives of poverty, hardship and need. Medellin was also the home of Ed’s classmate, Otto Estrada, who hosted the team along with the Association of Volunteer Women. A return trip planned for 1990 was cancelled when Otto called to tell us he could no longer see to our safety in that city so we could not come. He was moving to a high rise apartment and sending his children to France for school and safety.
Dr. Ed traveled with teams from Illinois to Montego Bay, Jamaica in 1984 and 1986 and led another team, including his son Ed Jr. a student at his dad’s Alma Mater, ICO; to Etzatlan, Mexico in 1988. The 1990 trip to Port Antonio, Jamaica was notable for including three state VOSH presidents, Jim Hess, MN; Phil Frietag, SD and Ed Tuhy, ND. Whenever Ed could not recruit a team from ND, he traveled with groups from Iowa, Pennsylvania, New York and Minnesota to such locations as Cancun, Mexico and Patsquaro, Jamaica. In 1997, the first year of retirement for the Tuhys, they began their travels with at trip to a VOSH International meeting in Indiana. There Ed was drafted into service, replacing a trip leader who had fallen ill, and led a group to Leon, Nicaragua. Once again, the younger Dr. Tuhy assisted his dad. The hosts were disappointed in their failed efforts to build sympathy for the Sandinistas and the team was somewhat unnerved by the ant-American posters and sentiment they encountered. But the patients were the most appreciative and needy of any Dr. Ed had ever served. The conditions were the roughest, but the rewards were the greatest.
After a year of settling into retirement living in Arizona, the Tuhys became regular VOSHers with the Michigan chapter that worked in Guaymas / San Carlos, Mexico. Often joined by family members and North Dakotan professional friends, this relationship continued for four years. 

Finding no VOSH chapter in Arizona, Ed began seeking a local service club to sponsor and assist in organizing one. Saddle Brooke Rotary proved to be the perfect match. This club adopted VOSH as a project and provided matching grant money, business expertise, membership support and active board member dedicated to the success of VOSH Arizona! Charter documents were signed in October, 2002. Since that time, VOSH AZ’s six mission trips in Mexico have served some 6000 needy people with eye care and eye glasses. VOSH AZ’s members have also joined Dr. Ed Tuhy Jr,’s team in the Navojoa, Mexico area serving more that 5000 additional patients on four separate missions. Saddle Brooke Rotarians continue their assistance with team members and organizational support.
VOSH AZ has moved through the struggles of start up and become a viable and successful organization with a bright future. Dr. Ed Tuhy Sr. will retire as the chapter’s president next year knowing that has occurred as a result of much hard work and dedication from many, very capable volunteers. 
