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VOSH News	

2010 VOSH/International Annual Meeting
It was our annual occasion to enjoy the 

camaraderie among old friends and to meet 
new ones, to present awards and reports, to 
introduce new projects and ideas.  Represen-
tatives of several chapters participated as did 
a large number of optometric students.  We 
welcomed new chapters in North Carolina 
and Peru and new student chapters at the 
Western School of Optometry and Filadelfia 
College of Optometry in La Paz, Bolivia.  The 
October 2010 event highlighted several oppor-
tunities for us to improve the quality of care 
we provide for our clinic patients.  

The keynote speaker was Dr. Harry 
Brown, founder of Surgical Eye Expeditions 
(www.seeintl.org).  Dr. Brown and his col-
leagues developed an efficient mobile eye 
surgery system for intensive, short-term surgical 
clinics in remote medically underserved areas.  
He founded SEE international to provide a 
mechanism for recurring clinics that did not 
disrupt the practices of volunteer ophthalmolo-
gists or exhaust the facilities of host countries.  
SEE has worked with or after several VOSH 
missions.  They offer an opportunity to coordi-
nate with local surgeons in order to provide additional high-quality surgical follow-up for VOSH clinic patients needing a referral.  

Jeff Mortensen (www.pediavision.com) demonstrated their vision screener. PediaVision is dedicated to solving the critical 
problem of undiagnosed vision problems and transforming the lives of thousands of children each day by helping private medicine 
and public health systems provide thorough, automated and objective vision screening. 

Inexpensive ready-made and custom eyewear are all easily doable in a remote clinic setting: 
•	 Richard Gross (VOSH-MI) showed how he could use a lay person and hand edger to fabricate custom high Rx and astig-

matic prescriptions in the field during a clinic.  
•	 Dr. Ellis Potter (VOSH-KS) demonstrated how to assemble a pair of reading glasses using a simple process that involves 

bending of a stainless steel wire, using a simple jig and commonly used hand tools.
•	 Mark Sachs (www.restoringvision.org) has been supplying VOSH and other groups with readers since 2003.  Although the 

name of their organization has changed from PRVAIL, the mission is still “to provide nominally priced new readers and 
sunglasses to groups of charitable Samaritans who personally serve the vision needs of those throughout the world who 
otherwise would not have access.”  

•	 Jack Erker (www.studiooptyx.com) can supply pre-made eyeglasses in many attractive styles,  Powers are available from -4.00 to +4.00.  
•	 Andreas Dreher, PhD (CEO Quexta) presented a very low inventory method of making eyeglasses. Two lens elements hav-

ing special complementary surfaces are provided. These lens elements can be positioned relative to each other to provide 
wide ranges of focus correction and astigmatism correction. When the adjustments have been made, the two lenses are 
fixed with respect to each other and installed in eyeglass frames. Cutting to the shape of the eyeglass frames can occur 
either before or after the fixing.

•	 V/I has a set of 225 ready-made plus bifocals available for $550.  It includes 3 frame styles,15 assorted powers (i.e. 5 of 
each style and power).  Distance corrections are +1.00, +1.50, +2.00, +2.50 and +3.00  with adds of +1.50, +2.00 and 
+2.50.  To order, contact Max Bruss maxobrusso23@msn.com.

Updates were given on projects in Samoa, Nicaragua, Haiti and Peru.  However, Paul Caletti (VOSH-NW) shared a poignant 
comment from a homeless clinic they had conducted in Seattle.  One lady was ecstatic that she was able to get glasses.  She had just 
finally landed a job and would now be able to see to do her work.  

Join us next year in Boston on October 16 and 17, 2011!

VOSH/International Board. Left to Right: Natalie Venezia –Board Administrator; Mike 
DeRosier –Director (NW); Ellis Potter-President-Elect (KS); Greg Pearl-President (CA); Larry 
Hookway-Immediate Past-President (OH); Ruth McAndrews-(Past-President), Newsletter 
Co-Editor (IA); Vic Conner-OptometryGivingSight; Charles Covington –Secretary/Treasurer 
(SE); John Spencer-Director (SE); Harry Zeltzer-(Past-President), Webmaster, Executive Director 
(ONE); John Gehrig- Legal Counsel (SE); and Dale Cole-(Past-President), Historian (KS)



  www.VOSH.org VOSH/INTERNATIONAL, February 2011 Page 5

VOSH News

Promote VOSH at Your Next Op-
tometric Conference

VOSH/International would like to 
encourage all VOSH chapter members to 
set up a VOSH booth at their respective an-
nual optometric meetings to recruit more 
members and give VOSH more exposure.   

V/I  has developed a “booth kit” 
which contains a VOSH logo tablecloth, a 
pop-up stand and hanging VOSH banner, 
small tabletop poster signs, newsletters, and 
miscellaneous supplies for an exhibition. 

For more information or to borrow 
the materials contact Natalie Venezia at 
ncvenezia@mac.com.

All optometry students in North America were invited to take 
part in the WSDC Student Volunteer Contest. This year’s winners 
were Nick Olberding from the Illinois College of Optometry and Sara 
Lahoud from the University of Montreal.  

The students were chosen for the successful WSDC campaigns 
they coordinated for their schools as well as essays written to express 
their interest in helping people in developing countries access quality 
eye exams and glasses.

“The demands of a student often keep us rushing from one activ-
ity to another. A great way to step back and sharpen your perspective 
and refresh one’s passion is through service,” said Nick Olberding.  

Sara Lahoud wrote,  “As an optometry student, I understand 
very well the reality of being deprived of visual correction. As a natural 
process of aging, every single person will need glasses at some point in 
their lives. In Canada, the process simply means getting an exam at an 
optometrist’s office. However, for the 670 million people around the 
world who are blind or visually impaired simply because they do not 
have access to an eye exam or glasses is a serious issue.” 

Two winning students will spend one week in 2011 providing sup-
port to sustainable vision care projects in a developing country.  Each 
will receive a $1000 travel voucher from Optometry Giving Sight to 
fund the cost of their trip.  

In congratulating the students, Dr. Pearl  reminds us that fundrais-
ing is essential to the development of sustainable eye care clinics and 
optometry schools in the developing world. VOSH campaigns will 
never solve the vision needs of the hundreds of millions of underserved 
patients abroad but working together with OGS funding can enable us 
to achieve a significant impact.

 One of the highest priorities of VOSH is to create opportunities 

for every optometry student to experience the rewards of providing op-
tometric services to those patients who have no other access to care. In 
our modern world, we often forget the enormous power provided 
to a patient by eyeglasses but a VOSH campaign allows us to wit-
ness the joy of clear sight on a patient’s face and the instantaneous 
expansion of their human potential.  This will in turn inspire the 
students to  a lifetime of humanitarian service.

Students Invited to Participate in World Sight Day Challenge  

One of the World Sight Day Challenge Student Volunteer Contest winners 
was University of Montreal student Sara Lahoud (right), pictured here 
with the co-organiser to the fundraiser, Yousra Djalal (left). 

VOSH/International and Partners Provide 
Equipment to Eye Clinics and Schools 

A refurbished argon laser was presented to the Nicaraguan Government's National 
Eye Clinic (CENAO) in January 2010.  President, Dr. Greg Pearl received the donation in 
Los Angeles, had it serviced in California, and shipped it to Miami. The American-Nica-
raguan Foundation arranged for transport to Managua. Dr. Pearl then met it in Nicaragua 
and personally delivered it to CENAO. The Nicaraguan National Eye Clinic had been 
without a functional laser for two years. Cost of shipping and refurbishing the donated 
laser was $3,000.  

 This donation is one of many new and refurbished instruments donated by the V/I 
Technology Transfer Program (TTP). Thanks to the Esther Kahn Foundation grant, more 
than 60 donated instruments have been collected, refurbished and sent to clinics and 
hospitals in developing countries lacking equipment.

 The TTP is currently providing equipment, donated primarily by the Southern Cali-
fornia College of Optometry, to a new eye clinic at the Xochilcalco School of Optometry 
in Tijuana. The clinic remodeling is being funded by a generous grant of $40,000 from 
Optometry Giving Sight to V/I. 

Please contact Dr Mike DeRosier at derosier@vosh.org to make a donation.

VOSH/International  
www.vosh.org
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Upcoming Missions	 For more information, visit Missions by Chapter at www.VOSH.org

2011 Missions

•	 Jan 2-6, Montego Bay, Jamaica (NE) ellenweiss@millardfamilyeyecare.com

•	 Jan 8-15, San Juan del Sur, Nicaragua (CT) audbl@hotmail.com

•	 Jan 8-15, Teacapan, Mexico (MN) holeintheday@hotmail.com

•	 Jan 8-15, Milot, Haiti (DelVal) dgwilson@arnoldeye.com

•	 Jan 8-15, Milot, Haiti (NC) jillscullion@gmail.comand gail.long9@gmail.com

•	 Jan 14-22, San Juan de La Maguna, Dominican Republic (WI) jansoptical@powerweb.net

•	 Jan 15-23, Nueva Esperanza, El Salvador (NE) (SUNY) islanddoc5@aol.com

•	 Jan 16-22, Cap Haitien (DelVal) drmcpod@aol.com

•	 Jan 22-30, Grenanda, (IL and MI) Ncvenezia@mac.com

•	 Jan 22-Feb1, Iquitos, Peru (OH) arliss@wcoil.com

•	 Jan 27-Feb 5 or 6, Santa Ana and San Miguel, El Salvador (ONE and ASAPROSAR) zeltzer@vosh.org

•	 Feb, Nicaragua (BC) twecs@shaw.ca

•	 Feb 4-12, Grenada, Nicaragua (SE) enakg21jy@aol.com

•	 Feb 18-27, Nicaragua (IL) TMatchinski@aol.com

•	 Feb 18-27, Nicaragua (FL) basicnicaragua@gmail.com

•	 Feb 18-27, San Pedro Sula (IN) drjcm@att.net

•	 Feb 19-27, Jamaica (MN) drlarry@morrisoneyecare.com

•	 Feb 19-27, Apopa and Suchitoto, El Salvador (ONE) amblerj@sover.net

•	 Feb 21-25 Caborca, Sonora, Mexico (AZ) diannendave@earthlink.net

•	 Feb 28-Mar 4, Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico (AZ) diannendave@earthlink.net

•	 Mar 13-19, Cap Haitien, Haiti (Delval) drmcpod@aol.com

•	 Mar 4-13, Chinandega, Nicaragua (SE) basicnicaragua@gmail.com

•	 Mar 18-27, San Carlos, Mexico (MI) colefamily@chartermi.net

•	 April 28, Ecuador (Santa Cruz) l53p@hotmail.com

•	 April 30, Romania (Santa Cruz)  l53p@hotmail.com

•	 May 22-29, Milot, Haiti (OH) arliss@wcoil.com

•	 Aug 5, Peru (Santa Cruz) l53p@hotmail.com

•	 Sept ?, Mazatlan, Mexico (NW) pjcaletti@comcast.net

•	 Oct 23-Nov 2, Tegucigalpa & La Ceiba, Honduras (OH) arliss@wcoil.com

•	 Nov ?, Flores, Peten, Guatemala (Ontario) gsears.cdavis@rogers.com

•	 Nov ?, Zanzibar, Tanzania (BC) twecs@shaw.ca

•	 Nov 18, Mexico (Santa Cruz) l53p@hotmail.com
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World Congress on Refractive Error 
The World Congress on Refractive Error (WCRE) attracted eye care profession-

als, researchers, government representatives and industry from all over the world to 
address uncorrected refractive error – the leading cause of avoidable blindness and 
vision impairment in the world today. 

Leading advocate, Professor Brien Holden, CEO of ICEE told those assembled, 
“The cost of not providing eye care services to those in need is well in excess of ap-
proximately $269 billion per annum, just in lost productivity. The sad part is, the 
number of those affected by uncorrected vision problems, and the cost associated with 
the inability to see clearly to work or participate in education or in the community, 
will only rise if we don’t act right now to recognize and take action against this crisis.” 

The Congress heard that a staggering 670 million people are avoidably blind or 
vision impaired because they don’t have access to simple vision correction (spectacles) 
that could be provided at a relatively low cost compared to the loss of productivity 
and quality of life. 

The Durban Commitment 2010 – Vision Health and Development; Enhancing 
our Commitment to the Durban Declaration on Refractive Error, was welcomed by 
the representatives of more than 600 delegates attending the Congress. 

The assembly was committed to ensuring universal access to quality services, and 
to supporting and strengthening primary health care reforms. It further recognized 
the importance of reducing social and economic inequities caused by vision loss. It 
drew particular reference to the plight of children. The Commitment confirmed the 
intention of the assembly to further integrate eye care programs with schools and 
child health programs. 

Those present also noted that the improvement of health and well-being of people 
is the ultimate aim of social and economic development. It emphasized the need for 
gender specific strategies for the provision of all health care. The Congress heard that 
two thirds of those in need of vision correction in the world today are women. 

The meeting concluded with a resolution to promote and support accelerated 
action, calling on all governments, institutions and development organizations as well 
as people worldwide, to work together to address the issue as a matter of urgency. 

For additional information go to http://icee.org/news/news_display.asp?ID=99

Salus University Offers 
Online Master of Public 
Health (MPH)

Salus University is proud to announce 
two new, completely distance education, ac-
credited programs.  The MPH program offers 
students convenience and flexibility while pro-
viding an integrative, interdisciplinary strategy 
to address population and health care needs 
through instruction, research and service.  
The Public Health Certificate programs in 
Health Policy and Humanitarian Health Care 
offer the same convenience and strategy while 
focusing on key dimensions of public health.  

In addition to relevant problem-solving 
and a student-centered, cost effective program 
with the added conveniences of online 
classes, projects and discussions, Salus MPH 
students also complete a capstone project.  
With its network of collaborative partner-
ships around the world, the students not only 
complete these projects in their communities,  
they work with organizations that provide 
practical experience relevant to their careers, 
all with the ultimate goal of protecting and 
enhancing health and well-being worldwide. 

The MPH program is approved as a 
50 point value for the American Board of 
Optometry’s requirements for initial board 
certification or maintenance of board certi-
fication. The faculty includes some familiar 
names  such as Dr. Jerry Vincent, Dr. Derek 
Mladenovich, and Dr. Kovin Naidoo.

For more information visit www.salus.
edu/publichealth or call 800.824.6262.

In Memory of Dr. Tom Little
Clifford Scott, OD, MPH
President, The New England College of Optometry

Tom Little, OD, 2008 graduate of the Advanced Standing International Program at NECO and 
Adjunct Faculty member of the College, was killed on August 5, 2010 while leading a humanitarian health 
care mission in Nuristan Province, Afghanistan. For 33 years, he dedicated his life to providing eye care in 
one of the most remote areas of the world. There are many testimonials to the work that he, his family, and 
co-workers have provided to the Afghani people in this war-ravaged area.

But there is another legacy that isn’t as obvious: I have been inundated with emails and calls from 
faculty, staff, and most importantly, the fledgling optometrists who trained with him during his clinical 
rotations. These are people whose lives he touched and influenced to provide charitable care. The College 
and New England Eye communities grieve the loss of our friend and colleague. Dr. Tom Little was a very 
special person. Our hearts go out to his wife, Libby, and his daughters, Molly, Nellie and Kate. 

The following links provide information about Tom, his family, and his work:
•	 http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2010/08/09/us/20100810_Aidworkers.html
•	 http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21134540/vp/38615833#38615833
•	 http://www.cbs6albany.com/news/afghanistan-1277068-killed-medical.html



CANADA:

	 British Columbia (TWECS): Marina Roma-
March, OD, twecs@shaw.ca 

	 Ontario:  Kara Peterson, karapeterson@hotmail.com 

	 Santa Cruz (Quebec):   Joel Ries, Joelries@yahoo.com

HONDURAS:  Ruth Berkling, ruthberkling@yahoo.com

NETHERLANDS:  Imran Khan,OD, voshnetherlands@
yahoo.com

NICARAGUA: Dr. Alejandro Narvaez, alejandranarvaez@
ymail.com

UNITED STATES:

	 Arizona: David R. Stacy,OD, drsclifton@gmail.com

	 California: Shirley Hong, OD, shongod@gmail.com

	 Colorado: Jay Greenstein, OD, drjay519@hotmail.com 

	 Connecticut: Matt Blondin, OD, Mblond2@aol.com

	 Delaware Valley (PA, DE, NJ):  Christine Smith, 
RN, OD, cmsmithod@gmail.com

	 Illinois: Tracy Matchinski, OD, tmatchin@eyecare.ico.edu

	 Indiana: Jeff Marshall, OD, VOSH-Indiana@indy.rr.com 

	 Iowa: Susan Davis, OD, sdavisod@netins.net

	 Kansas: Doug Ball, OD, drb@bh1.kscoxmail.com and 
Diana Carriger, dianacarriger@hotmail.com 

	 Kentucky: Greg Hagedorn, OD, idox@insightbb.com 

	 Michigan: Scott Chenard, ABOC, FNAO, 
sachenard@yahoo.com 

	 Minnesota: Bob Boeding, rboeding@q.com

	 Missouri: Bud Falkenhain, OD, drfalk@fidnet.com 

	 Nebraska: Ellen Weiss, OD, ellenweiss@
millardfamilyeyecare.com 

	 New York: Jorge Won, OD, ojowon@aol.com

	 Northeast (MD, RI): Carl Sakovits, OD, 
islanddoc5@aol.com 

	 North Carolina:  Jill Scullion, OD, jillscullion@gmail.com

	 Northwest (WA, ID, AK): Paul Caletti, pjcaletti@
verizon.net

	 Ohio: Albert Joseph Hoffman, OD, jhoffmanod@msn.com 

	 ONE (of New England): Lee Lerner, OD, 
eyedoclerner@aol.com

	 Oregon: Ann Slocum-Edmonds, OD, annedmonds@msn.com

	 Pennsylvania: Lori Sportelli, OD, sportelli@verizon.net

	 South Dakota: Thomas Garrity, OD, tjgarrity@
venturecom.net

	 Southeast (AL, FL, GA, SC, MS):  Paul Anderson, 
OD, drpea@hotmail.com

	 Texas Lone Star:  Nelson Rivera, OD, odnelson9@verizon.net 

	 Virginia: Nancy Clark, OD, dnbclark@verizon.net

	 Wisconsin: Mark Ebben, OD, drebben@sbcglobal.net 

	 Wyoming: Mark Wells, OD, marginwell@aol.com

 

CHAPTERS AFFILIATED WITH COLLEGES OF 
OPTOMETRY: 

Argentina:  VOSH-University of La Plata, Laura Brusi, OD, 
laubru@biol.unlp.edu.ar

Bolivia: Optometry School at Centro de Educacion 
Profesional Filadelphia, Lucy Leonor Mamani, Pres., 
filadelphia_optic@hotmail.com

Canada:  VOSH-University of Waterloo, vosh@quark.uwaterloo.ca

Ghana:  VOSH-KNUST: Mohammed Abdul-Kabir, 
kabir265@yahoo.com ; VOSH-UCC, Alex Ilechie, OD, 
drilechie@yahoo.com 

Columbia: VOSH-LaSalle:  Roberto Valncia, OD, 
institutovision@empresario.com.co; VOSH-Santo 
Thomas, Pilar Oviedo. Pres., poviedoc@hotmail.com

Nigeria:  VOSH-UNIBEN, Faustina IDU, OD, 
faustikem@yahoo.com;  VOSH-ABIA, Ikonne Uche, 
OD, drikonne@yahoo.com 

Peru: VOSH-SOS, Optometrist Severo Sanchez, 
sanchez2102@hotmail.com 

United Status:  Illinois College of Optometry, Indiana U. School 
of Optometry, Inter-American U. of Puerto Rico School 
of Optometry, Midwestern University, Michigan College 
of Optometry at Ferris State U., New England College of 
Optometry, Northeastern State U. College of Optometry, 
NOVA Southeastern U. College of Optometry, Ohio State 
U. College of Optometry, Pacific U. College of Optometry, 
Salus University College of Optometry, Southern CA College 
of Optometry, Southern College of Optometry, State U. of 
New York State College of Optometry, U. of Alabama at 
Birmingham School of Optometry, U. of CA, Berkely School of 
Optometry, U. of Missouri-St. Louis School of Optometry, U. 
of Houston College of Optometry, Western University College 
of Optometry

VOSH/INTERNATIONAL is a voluntary non-profit 
organization whose primary goal is to facilitate the provision 
of vision care worldwide to people who neither can afford nor 
obtain such care.

VOSH/INTERNATIONAL accomplishes this goal by serv-
ing as a coordinating body for affiliated chapters. It provides 
administrative support of chapter activities. It also provides 
promotional opportunities to encourage the formation of new 
chapters and recruitment of new members.

VOSH/INTERNATIONAL is a non-sectarian and non-
political organization. Currently there are 33 independent 
chapters and 24 university-affiliated chapters.

www.VOSH.org
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PRESIDENT

Greg Pearl, OD, FVI
7629 Melrose Avenue

Los Angeles, CA  90046
323-651-5646

pearl@vosh.org 

PRESIDENT-ELECT  
C. Ellis Potter, OD, FAAO, FVI

epotter@vosh.org

IMMEDIATE PAST- PRESIDENT  
Larry Hookway, OD, FVI

hookway@vosh.org 

DIRECTORS
Mike DeRosier, OD, FVI

derosier@vosh.org 

David McPhillips. OD, FAAO
mcphillips@vosh.org

Bina Patel, OD
patel@vosh.org

James Vaught, OD
vaught@vosh.org

Leslie L. Walls, OD, MD, DOS
walls@vosh.org 

OPTOMETRY GIVING SIGHT 
Vic Connors, OD
connors@vosh.org

TREASURER
Charles H. Covington, Sr., FVI

111 Linda Lane
 Lake Mary, FL 32746 

407-328-5825    
 ccovington@vosh.org 

LEGAL COUNSEL
John Gehrig, Esq.
gehrig@vosh.org

SECRETARY 
Natalie Venezia, Esq.

venezia@vosh.org

BOARD ADMINISTRATOR
Deborah Wright-Demadeiros

demadeiros@vosh.org

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
WEBMASTER 

Harry Zeltzer, OD, DOS, FAAO, FVI 
 zeltzer@vosh.org 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS
Todd Fleischer

fleischer@vosh.org
Ruth S. McAndrews, OD, FVI

mcandrews@vosh.org
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Dale Cole, OD, FVI
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