


La Esperanza Honduras 2009 Summary
March 27, 2009  thru April 2, 2009 

Brigade Leaders
Eye Team:  Sandy and Bob Foote, OD

Hosts
La Esperanza Lions Club

President:  Maria Isabel Mejia

Past District Gov. Francisco Nolasco

Lodging for the Eye Team was at the Hotel Mina, La Esperanza

Eye Mission Stats

Team members: 21
Patients:  700 

Ages: 10 months to 90 years

Prescription Eye Glasses (including readers)Dispensed: 472 pair
Special Rx’s edged on site by Dick Gross “Senior Frog” and his “tadpoles” Bill Pierce and Jared Diephouse: 56 pair

Special Rx’s made at Twin City Optical, Traverse City: 12 pair
Sunglasses Dispensed: 564
Total Eyeglasses Dispensed: 1104
Prosthetic Eye: 1 for a 14 year old girl that had sever anophthalmia.

Glaucoma testing: All adults over the age of 35, tested by Mary Beaudoin, RN.

Referrals: 42 patient referrals. 28 Cataracts, 8 Glaucoma, 5 Secondary Cataracts, 2 Pterygiums, 2 Corneal Scars for corneal transplant, 1 corneal ulcer, 1 Nasal lacrimal duct obstruction, 2 Strabismus, 2 Diabetic retinopathy, 2 retinal detachment, 1 Chalazion removal.  Several of the patients were referred for multiple conditions. These patients will be seen by Dr. Carlos Gonzalez at Hospital del Valle and the Doctors at the Fraternidad Lions Clinic in San Pedro Sula.

Special Thanks
● Greg Morz of Stevens Worldwide Moving company for shipping supplies and            equipment along with 6,500 pairs of Eyeglasses to Miami at half the ususal             shipping cost.

● Kevin Van Riper of Herman Miller for his continued technical support of the              eyeglass inventory software.
• Mario A. and Irma Del Cid for receiving and arranging transporting our shipped         supplies from San Pedro Sula to La Esperanza.

• Melanie Vergote, retired travel agent, for a great job arranging our flights.

Donations of 8 Human Corneas
● Michigan Eye Bank, part of the Midwest Eye Bank, and Lions PID Charles Weir         and PDG Ken “Toby” VanRiper for their efforts in arranging for the corneas to be      taken to Honduras.  They restored vision in 8 people that would not be able to         afford this procedure.  Dr. Carlos Gonzalez is provided the surgical and follow-up      care at no cost.

Donations of Labor Equipment and Materials
●  Northern Michigan Lions Clubs and Rotary Clubs Eyeglasses Collection Projects         providing Eyeglasses to the Humanitarian Optical Prescription Endeavor Program       (H.O.P.E.) at the Deerfield Correctional Facility for processing and inventorying         to create our 4,000 pairs of cataloged Eyeglasses. 

●  Wisconsin Lions Foundation Eyeglasses Project provided 1,200 pairs of                   Eyeglasses.

●  Special Prescription Eyeglasses made at Twin City Optical Traverse City then           shipped back to the La Esperanza Lions for distribution.

Donation of Medications and Supplies 
●  Alcon Inc. donated surgical supplies, topical artificial tears, mydriatics,                    antibiotics, steroid, allergy and glaucoma medications. 

●  Vistakon  a one year’s Supply of one Day Acuvue -12.00 contacts for                     Nelson, a 14 year old boy from Tegucigalpa with Marfan’s Syndrome.

Financial Support
Northport Lions Club, Suttons Bay Leelanau Rotary Club, Low Vision Solutions, Peggy Corcoran, Marlis Mann, Joseph Lezon, Bernadine Zionskowski and Dr. Michael Carroll.

Special Note
The La Esperanza Lions Club has used the Clinic in La Esperanza to continue to provide optical and dental services to the under served people in the State of Intibuca.  The people of La Esperanza are truly committed to improving the quality of life of the people of Honduras.
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